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SECRETSANA 1595 

1 . AT MY REQUEST, I CALLED ON AL-HAMDI MAY 9. DURING 

BRIEF MEETING WHICH LASTED ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES, AL-HAMDI 

HAD LITTLE TO SAY ABOUT SAUDI ARMS DEAL, ALTHOUGH I 

PRESSED HIM SEVERAL TIMES. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SULTAN 

VISIT "WENT WELL" BUT IF THERE WAS AGREEMENT ON RMS HE 

PROVIDED NO DETAILS ABOUT IT. HE SEEMED TO BE WAITING 

FOR SOMETHING FIRM FROM EM AND KEPT ASKING ME FOR MY REACTION. 

2.1 TOLD HIM I THOUGHT THAT THEARMS PROGRAM SEEMED TO 
BE MOVING FORWARD. IN THIS REGARD, I INFORMED HIM THAT 
LETTERS OF OFFER HAD BEEN SENT TO CONGRESS, AND AFTER 
TWENTY DAY PERIOD WOULD PRESUMABLY BE READY TOSIGN. 

(HE SAID HE HAD HEARD NEWS ON BBC.) HE SEEMED TO THINK 
OF DEAL AS ONE PRIMARILY FOR "SAYYARAAT" - VEHICLES. 

I ASSURED HIM THERE WERE OTHER ITEMS AS WELL BUT THIS 
ENGENDERED NO VISIBOE REACTION. 

3. COMMENT: AL-HAMDI WAS USUAL LOW-KEY SELF. HE 
DIDN'T RAISE ANY QUESTION OF ARMS SUPPLY FROM SOVIETS. 

HE DID SAY SOVIETS AREN'T HAPPY ABOUT YAR TURN TOWARD 
SAUDIS AND USG. IN ANY EVENT HE STILL SEEMED WILLING IF NOT 
ENTHUSIASTIC TO LEAVE ALL DETAILS OF NEW ARMS TO 
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SAUDIS, DETAILS TO WHICH AS OF NOW AT LEAST HE DOES NOT 
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APPEAR TO BE INTIRELY PRIVY. 
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